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.1..' - Amoug the Bear ot countries, the general level of education is being rolsed con-
AN siderably at the prebent time. During the British Mandate over Palestine, thab country
2 5x1 -.wag the leader in increessing the level of literacy by the public school system. At the

\ 1 pregent time (Dec 1953} [ |Palestine has the hif\, est educational level,

25X1 with Syria decond and Lebanon third. | ] however, the rate of increase is
highest in Syria and Lebanon. In the Near Ess* industrial sikills are not promoted
25X1 through educstional insiitutions, slthoush each country has at least one school teaching
£ Arts and Trades, These schools cannot be claszed with US technical high schools, belng
¢ 5 almost completely hore of modern methods end equipment. Industriel skills sre developed
‘through the ingenulty and inborn talents of men of the trades. Apprenticeship is the
“most reliable school. to traoin new leaders in the varlous industries. DRBducatilonelly.
" 4he American University in Beirut 1s playing & leading role with its new Engineering
Sehool. and Sehool of Agricultiure. The US contribution to the Hear East countries has ;
been large in the ficld of industrisl training, since 1945. The Polnt Four Progrem k

o <"~ has been of special benelit, elthough it wes rejected by certoin countries as a result
25X1 of sheer bigotry end netlonalism.

2, | | some statistics I:ldemonstra.‘ce #he role of educational institutions in
: ... @yria and Lebanon. I1n 191k, there were 277 public elementery schools with 13,552
25X1 students, two secondery schools “ith 455 students, two lormal schools with 201 studentz,
: . o Purkish medical school with 281 students and pavochiel end missionery schools. In '
1948 in Syriae alone there were 1C4) prblic elemertary schoolc with 138,200 students,

299 private schools and 37 foreign pgohools with o total ol 50 thousaid students, 3
cecondary schools widh 13,370 studeats, 2 vrivete ard LS foreign schools with 5500
“grudents ord Syrian Univereity with 2000 studente. Aceoriing to Dr. George Hadded,
. tiere wore 217,092 studenss in §rria in 1243, spprovinasely seven pereent of the
o population.
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